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the outstanding contributions of so many 
proud and courageous individuals: black, 
white, men, women, young and old. These 
men and women have given hope in the 
bleakest of times and allowed us, as a society, 
to make strides toward equality once consid-
ered impossible. 

Recognizing that emancipation was only the 
beginning of the fight for true equality, the 
NAACP was founded with the ideals of cre-
ating and preserving equal citizenship for all 
men and women throughout America. Know-
ing that there is still work to be done, it is the 
vision of the NAACP that, one day, all individ-
uals will have equal rights and the United 
States will see an end to racial hatred and dis-
crimination. As the first page of the NAACP 
Constitution indicates, the principal goals of 
the organization are: to ensure political, edu-
cational, social, and economic equality, to 
eliminate racial prejudice in America, to re-
move racial barriers through the democratic 
process, to secure civil rights, to inform the 
public and seek the elimination of racial dis-
crimination, and to educate individuals about 
their constitutional rights. 

In the First Congressional District, I am 
proud to serve as the representative for three 
branches of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. At this time, 
I would like to pay special tribute to these 
three groups, which have played such a crit-
ical role, locally, in the fight for racial equality 
and in improving Northwest Indiana for all resi-
dents. These three outstanding representa-
tives of the First Congressional District include 
the East Chicago Branch, led by President 
Philip Hinton, the Gary Branch, led by Presi-
dent Karen Pulliam, and the Hammond 
Branch, led by President Mary Aaron. 

It is the efforts of organizations like these 
that allow us to reflect on what makes the 
United States of America so special. Nowhere 
else in the world do you find such an inte-
grated society. While the United States is 
made up of people from so many different ra-
cial, religious, social, and ideological back-
grounds, it is the efforts of the many brave citi-
zens who have fought and continue to strug-
gle for equality that have made America what 
it is. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in remembering 
the many brave men and women who have 
led the struggle for equality among all Ameri-
cans, and I ask that you join me in honoring 
the work and tireless dedication of the mem-
bers of organizations, such as the NAACP, 
who continue their selfless work today. 
Through the efforts of these honorable individ-
uals and organizations, we are reminded of 
how far we have come as a nation, while real-
izing that there is still progress to be made. 
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REDUCING OVER-CLASSIFICATION 
ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise in strong support of H.R. 553, The Re-
duce Over-Classification Act of 2009. This 
measure will allow the expansion of informa-
tion that the Department of Homeland Security 
shares with state and local governments. The 
bill also will require ‘‘portion marking’’ which 
refers to the identification of paragraphs in a 
document that are classified, but allows the 
unclassified portions to be viewed. 

The measure requires the department to de-
velop the policies, procedures and programs 
to prevent the over-classification of information 
relating to weapons of mass destruction, ter-
rorism, homeland security or other matters 
within the scope of the information-sharing en-
vironment that must be disseminated in order 
to prevent and respond to acts of terrorism. 

The practical, day-to-day processes will be 
done in coordination with the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration but in re-
ality it will require full-fledged cooperation from 
the Department of Homeland Security and the 
very able staff that make up its workforce. 

This legislation requires all finished intel-
ligence products to be prepared in the stand-
ard unclassified format, provided that an un-
classified product would serve to benefit state 
and local governments. 

Mr. Speaker, I am also pleased to see that 
the bill directs the Homeland Security Depart-
ment, in coordination with the NARA, to re-
quire annual training for employees and con-
tractors with classification authority who are 
responsible for analysis, dissemination, prepa-
ration, production, receiving, publishing, or 
otherwise communicating written classified in-
formation. This training would include informa-
tion on the department’s policy for preparing 
all finished intelligence products in a standard 
unclassified format, as well as information on 
the proper use of classification markings, in-
cluding portion markings. Training would also 
cover the consequences of over-classification 
and other improper uses of classification. 

Under the bill, the training would serve as a 
prerequisite, once completed successfully, for 
obtaining classification authority and renewing 
that authority on an annual basis, and it would 
count as a positive factor for employment, 
evaluation, and promotion. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation also requires 
that DHS create standard and unclassified for-
mats for the department’s finished intelligence 
products. This bill is designed to ensure cit-
izen and government access to unclassified 
information but I believe it strikes the right bal-
ance between calculated information flow and 
the protection of national security. 

I am pleased Mr. Speaker that Section 210 
of this bill allows employees to challenge clas-
sification decisions made by department em-
ployees or contractors and be rewarded if the 
classification markings are removed or down-
graded. 

And my colleagues and I are well aware 
that no piece of legislation is completed with-
out measures designed to ensure compliance, 
and that’s why it is critical to the ultimate suc-
cess of this bill that a series of penal provi-
sions were included to reinforce the legisla-
tion. 

H.R. 553 is about preventing over-classifica-
tion. My hope is that the legislation will serve 
as a proper deterrent and move us away from 
the hoarding of non-classified information that 
characterized the previous administration. 

Open and accessible government is a hall-
mark of democracy. Citizens shouldn’t live in 
fear of their government. It is OUR govern-
ment. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
measure. 
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HONORING TYLER WADE KUEHN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Tyler Wade Kuehn of 
Platte City, Missouri. Tyler is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 351, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Tyler has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Tyler has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Tyler Wade Kuehn for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION TO 
PREVENT VIOLENCE 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 748, the ‘‘Campus 
Safety Act of 2009,’’ H. Res. 82, which estab-
lishes January 2009 as National Stalking 
Awareness Month, and H. Res. 103, which 
supports the goals and ideals of National Teen 
Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention 
Week. These bills will help to combat violence, 
disseminate safety information, and raise 
awareness about these critical issues. 

All Americans should feel safe in their com-
munities, their workplaces, their schools, and 
their homes. Everyone, but particularly chil-
dren and teens, should have access to the 
necessary resources to recognize a violent or 
abusive relationship and to get out safely. I 
believe that it is particularly important in this 
day of instant communication that we educate 
young people about the unintended con-
sequences of sharing too much information on 
the Internet or via a cell phone. While these 
are valuable tools to communicate in the 21st 
century, they can also pose new and some-
times unexpected dangers. 

We all must be aware of the warning signs 
of violent relationships whether they are affect-
ing our friends, our neighbors, or our children. 
The bills before us today show that we will not 
tolerate the violence, abuse, and sexual as-
sault that pervade our society. I urge my col-
leagues to support these important bills. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE CORAL 

REEF CONSERVATION ACT REAU-
THORIZATION AND ENHANCE-
MENT AMENDMENTS OF 2009 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, today I 
have reintroduced a bill to amend and reau-
thorize the Coral Reef Conservation Act of 
2000. In the 110th Congress, I joined my col-
league, Congressman ENI FALEOMAVAEGA of 
American Samoa, in introducing H.R. 1205, 
the ‘‘Coral Reef Conservation Amendments 
Act of 2007’’, which the House of Representa-
tives passed by voice vote on October 22, 
2007. The bill I have introduced today, with 
Congressman FALEOMAVAEGA and 15 other 
colleagues, strengthens H.R. 1205 without 
changing its original intent. 

Conservation of coral reef ecosystems is es-
sential to protect public health, promote envi-
ronmental sustainability, and ensure long-term 
economic progress for the jurisdictions we rep-
resent in Congress. The sovereign waters of 
the United States off the coast of Guam, and 
in the Pacific region as a whole, contain a ma-
jority of the shallow-water coral reefs in the 
United States, as well as some of the world’s 
greatest coral reef biodiversity. These reefs, 
and reefs around the world, protect us from 
storm waves, provide habitat and shelter for 
fisheries, provide food and recreation for our 
residents, and are the basis for marine tourism 
industries. 

Today, however, various pressures on the 
world’s reefs threaten to destroy them and the 
numerous ecosystem services that they pro-
vide. Unless the United States acts in conjunc-
tion with the global community to support fo-
cused, prolonged action on coral reef edu-
cation, research, and management, the condi-
tion of our coral reefs will continue to degrade. 

Since its enactment in 2000, the Coral Reef 
Conservation Act has stimulated a greater 
commitment to protect, conserve, and restore 
coral reef resources within jurisdictional waters 
of the United States. As a result, we now have 
a much better grasp of the condition of our 
coral reefs, and more focused management 
capability than at any time in our history. The 
Coral Reef Conservation Act Reauthorization 
and Enhancement Amendments of 2009 
would further strengthen the original legislation 
by establishing a new community-based plan-
ning grants program, by promoting inter-
national cooperation, and by recognizing the 
important contributions of the U.S. Department 
of the Interior in coral reef management and 
conservation efforts. 

This bill would also codify the United States 
Coral Reef Task Force established in 1998 by 
President Clinton through Executive Order 
13089. The work of the Task Force and its 
mission to coordinate the efforts of the United 
States in promoting conservation and the sus-
tainable use of coral reefs internationally is 
vital to our interests. Since 1998, the Task 
Force has acted to facilitate and support better 
management and conservation of coral reef 
resources at the local level. Many beneficial 
efforts, such as the development and imple-
mentation of local action strategies to address 
threats to our reefs, are underway thanks to 
the work of the Task Force and its member 
agencies. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to advance this leg-
islation to enhance our capacity for the con-
servation and restoration of healthy and di-
verse coral reef ecosystems, our ‘‘Rainforests 
of the Sea’’. 

f 

COMMEMORATION OF MONSIGNOR 
BONNER HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI 

HON. JOE SESTAK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, on this day, 
one of the finest schools in Pennsylvania’s 7th 
Congressional District will pay honor to its 
many exceptional graduates who have given 
their lives in service to our nation. 

It is with a combination of pride and humility 
that I rise to honor the alumni, faculty, stu-
dents and families of Monsignor Bonner High 
School in Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania. Specifi-
cally, we all owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. 
Dennis Murphy and Mr. Jim Ulmer. These two 
combat Veterans of the Vietnam War, in col-
laboration with other Veterans, graduates, and 
school president, the Rev. Augustine M. 
Esposito, O.S.A., Ph.D. have worked hard to 
pay tribute to Bonner’s courageous graduates, 
their families and comrades-in-arms past, 
present, and future. 

Founded in 1953 and expertly led by friars 
of the Order of St. Augustine, Monsignor 
Bonner High School has imbued in every 
young man who has passed through its doors 
the moral and intellectual foundation required 
to serve our nation with honor, courage, and 
commitment. Among its alumni and faculty are 
thousands of veterans including the Rev. John 
Melton, O.S.A., who served in the United 
States Marine Corps and throughout his ten-
ure as Bonner’s Guidance Counselor inspired 
an untold number of young men to follow his 
example of service to country, community, and 
God. 

As our nation fights two wars far from our 
shores it is essential that we thank Monsignor 
Bonner High School and its surrounding 
neighborhoods in the Delaware Valley that 
have offered so many of their sons and 
daughters in service to our nation. 

There is a headstone in Ireland that reads, 
‘‘Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, 
love leaves a memory no one can steal.’’ 
Today, Monsignor Bonner High School con-
tinues to reflect the very best in our nation and 
society in memorializing the sacrifices of some 
of its many heroes. Most importantly, they 
have done so in a way that will forever rep-
resent our love and our respect for the great 
gift those young men offered in service to the 
United States of America. 

f 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
discuss an article in today’s New York Times 
confirming that renewable energy industries— 
especially wind and solar—have been slowed 

significantly by the credit crisis and the broad-
er economic downturn. 

I believe that we should not allow frozen 
credit markets to derail renewable-energy 
projects, and we cannot allow reduced oil 
prices to lull us into complacency. 

We have an opportunity to address both of 
these concerns by working with the Senate, 
and with the Obama Administration, to pass 
the economic recovery package into law. 

I believe that the recovery package must ex-
tend tax credits for biofuels, wind, and solar. 
It must make infrastructure investments. It 
must increase federal dollars for energy re-
search, development, and deployment. And it 
must encourage the production of alternative 
fuel motor vehicles, including plug-in electric 
drive vehicles. 

The time to act is now. A clean, green re-
covery package is our nation’s best path to re-
storing our economy, and our best chance of 
creating jobs that cannot be outsourced. 

f 

MOURNING THE DEATH OF 
FORMER SENATOR JAMES B. 
PEARSON OF KANSAS 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to note the death of former Kansas 
United States Senator James B. Pearson, who 
died on January 13th at the age of 88. 

Appointed to the U.S. Senate in 1962, upon 
the death of Andrew Schoeppel, James B. 
Pearson served our state with distinction from 
1962 through 1978. Elected in 1962, and re- 
elected in 1966 and 1972, Senator Pearson 
was a workhorse, not a showhorse. A senior 
member of the Foreign Relations Committee, 
he also rose to become Ranking Republican 
member of the Commerce, Science and 
Transportation Committee. Senator Pearson 
represented our state during an important and 
turbulent era, addressing issues that included: 
the Vietnam War; the civil rights revolution; 
enactment of the Medicare and Medicaid pro-
grams; America’s space exploration program; 
and deregulation of the trucking and airline in-
dustries. Senator Pearson was a voice of rea-
son and common sense during these difficult 
times and I am proud that he was originally 
from Prairie Village, which is located in the 
Third Congressional District of Kansas. In 
2003, I joined with the rest of the Kansas con-
gressional delegation in authoring legislation 
naming the Prairie Village U.S. post office in 
his honor. 

Madam Speaker, the website for the Topeka 
Capital-Journal newspaper recently carried a 
blog commentary regarding Senator Pearson’s 
career, which I believe very accurately sum-
marizes his service to Kansas throughout his 
public life. I ask that it be included with this 
statement, as well as the obituary article re-
garding Senator Pearson that was published 
in the Washington Post. 
[From the Topeka Capital Journal, Jan. 29, 

2009] 
MELLINGER: PEARSON’S POLITICAL STORY IS 

ONE WORTH REMEMBERING 
(By Gwyn Mellinger) 

Without fanfare, Jim Pearson, one of Kan-
sas’ most complex politicians, died earlier 
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